Dedication to Central                                                     August 31, 2007

Thank you Principal Nickolas.   There is something special about that last name, Nickolas.   It just makes you want to be good.   

Before I get started Pat Crymes Wright would like to tell you about the first class at Central and some of the legacy and tradition we started.   This really involved our Junior and Senior years. 

Pat Crymes Wright.   Our Class, the class of 1967, was responsible for selecting the school colors, the school mascot, designing our class ring, writing our school fight song, coming up with and choreographing the routine when we score a touchdown and naming of the yearbook, the Sword and Shield.  We had committees appointed our junior year in both Victoria and Kenbridge to work on most of these.  I actually wrote the fight song.  We really had a great time.     

Thank you Pat.   Good afternoon everyone.  Today is a special day.     It is also an emotional day.

The Class of ’67, the first graduating class at Central, wants to make a public commitment and dedication   -    to the senior class, the class of 2008   -  and to the senior classes that will follow   -   and to the teachers    and     faculty at Central.  

 People ask me where I’m from.    I tell then I’m from Victoria, Virginia.   It’s a small town about 60 miles south of Richmond.    Victoria has 1 stoplight.    There’s not a lot in Lunenburg County  unless you are talking about red clay,     pine trees      and flue cured tobacco…    I can remember when I was sitting were you are as a senior at Central,        I couldn’t wait to graduate and head out of town.

I have 4 short stories I would like to share with you that tie me to Central and the class of ’67.   

Many of your parents and grand parents will remember my dad, Al Vaughan, Sr.   Dad was the county treasurer for over 20 years.   Back in 1965 the state sent a check into dad’s office for the construction of Central High School.   I happened to be in his office when the check came though.   He let me hold it.   It was for a little under 1 million dollars.    In 1965 a million dollars was some real money. 

According to Coach Chappell I still hold the single game rushing record at Central.     It was the last game of the season.   We were playing Dinwiddie.    Then junior Quarterback Chippie Chappell handed off to me 7 times.   I rushed for 256 yards.  I scored 4 touchdowns.   I’m sure some day that record will be broken but I’m sure it will take more than 7 carries.

The Class of ’67 was the first class to graduate from Central.    I was class president that year.   As such I have the honor of being the first person to graduate from Central.

In Sept of 1966 the 2 schools Victoria and Kenbridge consolidated.   Boy, there were a lot of cute girls from Kenbridge.   There was one in particular, Jane Morris, which was really hot.   Coming up on Sept 25th we will have been going steady for 41 years…..

At this time I would like to invite my fellow classmates to come up front.   Come on up front….   We are having our 40th class reunion this Saturday night.   I’m glad to see many of us were able to make it today. 

Please unveil our Foundation Sign.   (unveil the foundation sign).    

At our 35th class reunion we started work on the Central of Lunenburg Alumni Scholarship Foundation.   Isn’t this a fantastic sign!        A lot of work went into making this sign.       This sign also represents a lot of work.   We have a Constitution and By Laws.   We are charted with the state and are recognized by the IRS as a charitable organization.   All of this took about 3 years to complete.   The purpose of the organization is to promote scholarships for graduating senior at Central.   We have  5 board members  -  Nancy Snead Chappell, David Arthur, Gene Hart and Eleanor Bagley Maggett and myself.   Eleanor will be rotating off the board and Margaret Wright Hornbeck will filling her slot.    To be a member of the organization you either have to be a graduate of Central or you can be an individual that would like to help support scholarships at Central. 

Please unveil our Class Plaque.   (unveil the plaque)

I know you really can’t see this very good.   At the top is our group graduating picture of 40 years ago.   It’s going to be real interesting to watch our classmates try to pick themselves out.   The name plates list out 5 scholarship recipients – Brad Kendrick, Candice Norton, Blair McCormick, Ashley Moore and Elisabeth Wright.    We had a group of classmates develop the criteria to receive our scholarship.   We gave this to the guidance office.  So each year the guidance office selects the student that best meets our criteria.  Our criteria is 45% financial need, 25% scholastic achievement, 15% community service, 10% leadership and 5% if you happen to a child or grandchild of the Class of ’67.  In 2003 we award a $300 scholarship.  The next year it was $500.   Then $700.  Then $1000.  And this past year we awarded a $1250 scholarship.    We have built up an endowment fund of right at $10,000.    It is invested in a mutual fund in the stock market.   We are taking the earnings from this fund to award our scholarship.   By doing our scholarship in this manner our scholarship will live on long after we have all passed away.

About 2 years ago we lost a dear classmate and a dear friend.   That year our scholarship was giving in memory of Michael O’Brien.   Michael’s wife, Karen, and their 2 boys, Scott and Kevin couldn’t be here today.   They live the DC area.   They wanted to be here.  And they are in sprite.   Michael’s mother Mrs. Evelyn O’Brien is still living.  She is in Tennessee with her oldest daughter…   Michael and I were throwing snowballs at each other.   We were about 10.  I knew I shouldn’t have thrown that last one.  It went right through her picture window.   So whenever I see Mrs. O’Brien, I always apologize for breaking her window.

This past year our scholarship was given in memory of Huck Whittaker.  His wife, Jeanne, and their 2 children, Neena and B-bow are here today.   Most of you don’t realize that Jeanne is my former stepsister…  (To B-bow)    I know B-bow is a nick name that your mother put on you a long time ago.   Most people don’t really know Huck’s real name.   So for today would you mind if you went by Darrell Lester the 2nd…   Thank y’all so much for coming.

We have 3 more classmates that we will remember.  They are Cynthia Whittaker Crafton, Andrew Sluiter and Harold Tisdale.   Cynthia came to Central in January of 1967.    Cynthia was Huck’s 1st cousin.   Cynthia’s husband Bobby is a ’67 classmate and is here today.   Bobby and Cynthia started dating in high school.  So they were high school sweethearts, too.   (shook Bobby’s hand.)  So one of you seniors will receive our scholarship this coming year in memory of Cynthia Whittaker Crafton.

What is the vision and goals for our scholarship and the Foundation?   Right now our endowment fund is at $10,000.  Our long term goal is to reach an endowment of $100,000        so that we will be able to award annual scholarships of between 5 and 10 thousand dollars.   We are aiming high.   Hopefully we live long enough to see this happen.

The vision for the Foundation is a little different.   Right now we only have the one scholarship, the Class of ‘67…    We would like to see the class of ’68 scholarship, the Class of ’69, the Class of ’70 and so on.   The hard work has been done.   We would like to see classes by their 10th class reunion begin to offer a scholarship for their class.   So if you do the math that would be 30 more scholarships with one more coming on each year thereafter.    Wow!   What an impact that would be!   If you Google Central of Lunenburg, the first web site that comes up is the Central Of Lunenburg Alumni Scholarship Foundation.   There is a lot of info there to help other classes get start with their scholarship.  Please check it out.   

Why are we doing this?   You remember the earlier statement about there not being much in Lunenburg County.   Well among the many things I forgot to list were the outstanding and dedicated teachers we had growing up.   That includes our elementary teachers, our middle school teachers and our high school teachers.   We have truly been blessed many times over by their instruction and dedication.   This is a tribute to them.   We say it on our sign “in appreciation of our teachers”.    I would like to thanks them.    The Class of ’67 would like to thank them and the Central of Lunenburg Alumni Scholarship Foundation would like to thank them.

Thank you.  

